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With 6 wetlands that are known for rich biodiversity of migratory 
waterfowl and other bird species, the Anand-Kheda region has 
been declared an Important Bird Area (IBA). FES has undertaken 
studies on the ecological status of the three most important 
wetlands – Pariej, Khodiyar and Kanewal in the region. 

FES study findings indicate that activities such as poaching, 
excavation of mud, extensive cattle wading, encroachment, 
dumping of solid waste, and influx of nutrient and waste water 
from nearby farms and habitations are some of the factors severely 
threatening this habitat. The information gathered is being shared 
with the local communities and government agencies to evolve 
effective conservation strategies for the wetlands. 

Wetlands are among the most productive 
life-support systems in the world, and 
are of immense socio-economical and 
ecological significance to mankind. They 
are of critical importance to the survival 
of natural biodiversity and are recognised 
as sources, sinks and transformers of 
chemical and biological matter.

As many as 45 major wetlands have 
been identified in the State of Gujarat  
(by the National Wetland Inventory) of 
which 6 are in the districts of Kheda and 
Anand.

These wetlands are ecosystems that harbour high biological diversity, 
provide sustenance for millions, serve important biological, environmental 
and socio-functions such as flood mitigation, groundwater recharge, sediment 
trapping, retention and removal of nutrients and pollutants, and are wildlife and 

recreational habitats. What’s more, 
many of these wetlands are Important 
Bird Areas (IBAs), supporting 
diverse avifauna – both resident and 
migratory. 

The wetlands suffer a lack of 
awareness about their significance 
and value, and are degrading 
increasingly owing to factors such 
as water pollution, expansion of 
human settlement and infrastructure, 
encroachment, industrial effluent and 
poaching.

There is an urgent need to consider the long-term conservation requirements 
of these eco fragile zones and to implement appropriate strategies of wetland 
management so as to ensure sustainable livelihoods and maintain the 
ecological health of the region.

Situated 
nearly 45 
km from 
Anand, Pariej is rich in aquatic 
vegetation such as Vallisneria 
spiralis, Ipomoea aquatica, 
Hydrilla verticillata, Nymphea 
stellata, Nelumbo nucifera and 
Typha angustata. The wetland is 
home to nearly 20,000 resident 

birds including Storks, Lapwings, Egrets and Sarus Cranes and 
is a haven for migratory birds such as Sandpipers, Coot and 
Red-crested Pochards. The wetland also supports fishery.

Located  
5-8 km from 
Anand town, 
Khodiyar is a shallow, highly 
organically polluted pond. This 
4 ft deep water body is spread 
over an area of 800 ha. The 
wetland is host to a large number 
of resident and migratory 
birds like Flamingoes, Egrets, 
Shelducks, Purple Moorhens, 

Storks, White Ibis, Black Ibis, Pheasant-tailed and Bronze-
winged Jacanas, and Sarus Cranes.

Situated nearly  
60 km from 
Anand, the 
Kanewal 
wetland 
harbours an 
abundant growth of aquatic 
vegetation such as Ipomoea 
aquatica, Hydrilla verticillata, 
Vallisneria spiralis, Nymphea 

stellata, Nelumbo nucifera and plenteous beds of Typha 
angustata. Kanewal is an important habitat of resident avian 
species like Moorhen, Egret, Ibis and Lapwing and attracts 
various migratory species from the northern hemispheres - 
Europe, Russia and Siberia, during winter.
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ThreATs To WeTlAnds 
- encroachment 

and conversion 
of wetland areas 
for aquaculture, 
agriculture and 
human settlements

- denudation of 
catchment area 
leading to siltation

- decrease in 
biological diversity, 
particularly 
endemic and 
endangered species

- Prolific growth of 
obnoxious aquatic 
weed

- sewage water and 
garbage dumps

- Industrial effluent

- Poaching

- lack of appropriate 
institutional 
arrangements 
for conserving 
wetlands

FAcT FIle
•	Anand-Kheda region has been declared as an Important 

Bird Area (IBA).

•	About 53% of the IBA comes under wetlands.

•	Anand District has the highest population of Sarus Cranes 
in the entire State of Gujarat.

•	Khambhat hosts several breeding colonies of the Painted 
Stork.

•	Common bird species found in Anand and Kheda: 

ReSIDent: Sarus Crane, Asian Openbill, Flamingo, Moorhen, 
Egret, Ibis, Lapwing, Stilt.

MIgRAtoRy: White Stork, Sandpiper, Coot, Red-crested 
Pochard, Ruddy Shelduck, Wader, Duck, Goose.
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