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Kesi Bai addressing the community at a village meeting

In a predominantly male dominated community where women were 
not allowed to participate in any village-level decision making process, 
Kesi Bai was elected head (Sarpanch) of a village-level institution of self-
government (1996-2000). Taking on deeply entrenched gender biases 
in her village, her work as the elected head has transformed the way 
both men and women think about gender equality.  Kesi Bai says of 
this change “Earlier, we were not allowed to sit on the Hatai (a raised 
platform around a tree in the centre of the village where all men sit 
when a meeting is called) and even had to walk bare-feet carrying our 
slippers near the Hatai, but today we sit alongside the men.”  In this 
drought prone region, where rural economy is reliant on pasture land 
for livestock-based livelihoods, water and fodder scarcity are the major 
isues for the community. With the support of Foundation of Ecological 
Security, Kesi Bai started mobilising the women in the village towards 
securing and restoring common resources. Women’s groups in the 
village have since been ably protecting, restoring and managing around 
173 acres of pasture land.

On 15th October 2016, the Siloti 
Mandaria Manch, Gram Panchayat 
Chitamba (local federations) 
and the Charagah Vikas Samiti 
(Pasturelands Development 
Committee, Sanjadi ka Badia 
village) organised an event to 
celebrate International Day 
for Rural Women and felicitate 
Smt. Kesi Bai for her enduring 
commitment towards gender 
equality and securing and restoring 
common pool resources. The event 
was a gesture of appreciation 
and support, providing a platform 
for Smt. Kesi Bai and other 
women achievers in the region.
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